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Italy <Palermo Classica>

Romance for Piano

Palermo is the central city of Italy’s southern island of
Sicily. Almost all Europeans love this city because it
greets visitors with its pleasant Mediterranean climate,
delicious culinary delights, and different styles of
buildings. The city has another goody in store: amazing
classical music that you can hear all throughout

summer and winter.

In this city known for its history, culture, architecture, and gastronomy,
recently classical music has also been added to the list of things
to enjoy. That is largely due to the Palermo Classica Festival.
Girolamo Salerno, artistic director of the festival, founded it in
2010 and it is held in this beautiful ltalian city. Leading the annual
event all these years, he has made it a classical music festival that
represents all of ltaly, going beyond just Sicily. Mr. Salerno got
the idea for the festival because he noticed that many music halls
and facilities were closed during the summer holidays in August
and September. So he decided to create a festival for domestic
and international visitors who were often visiting the local area.
Launched in the summer, the festival has attracted outstanding
young musicians from around the world. These performers play
music of a variety genres and at many locations within Sicily,
naturally making Palermo Classica visible beyond just the local
area. The festival has recently added its winter season with
classical music lovers particularly in mind. During this time, you

can only hear piano pieces being played.

Living in Germany, | have experienced different festivals in Europe.
However, piano-only festivals are quite rare. There may be many
reasons for this. But above all, that would be probably because piano-
only concerts would not compare with larger concerts like those with
orchestras, in terms of their sizes and audience numbers. That makes
the festival’s piano-only winter season all the more special. Every
Sunday from December to April, the world’s most renowned pianists
perform in the city’s historic places and other venues that are fit for

the melody of a piano and for having music inspired discussions.
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My concert was called <Love & Poison - Ballet without Dancers>.

It was more similar to a musical theater performance, sharing with
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and the <Gymnopédies> by Erik Satie. Except for the piece

played just before the intermission and the last one, there was
no pause between any two pieces, which were connected by
an intermezzo instead. As the performance time was longer
than other solo concerts, demanding the audience's sustained
attention, | was worried if they would be able to stay focused
throughout. However, those worries were unfounded. Through

this performance, | realized that the audience can complete

the artist's ideal. The concentration of the audience, following

the artist's every breath before erupting into applause at the
end, was beyond my imagination. Whenever | attend such a
festival as a musician, | see the audience’s special affection for
the piano and music. Seeing the eager and excited faces of
the audience attending concerts every week during the winter

season filled my heart with joy and assurance.

The majority of the audience at the local festival were Italians, and
| noticed that they welcomed the music with an open heart and
expressed their emotions freely, much like audiences in Korea.
This warm reception is heartening for performers. Seeing the
audience leaving the hall with happiness, | couldn't help but think
about how much of a gift it is to encounter the performances of

numerous pianists over five months in a city like Palermo.

Mr. Salerno tries to make the festival a special occasion by inviting

outstanding pianists and diversifying programs for the winter
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people’s interest in Korean culture. After my performance,
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RICh HFE ofx| kb EE BH2H0| st=2Al £7|12H SIES BHS0{ 2 Korean way. Others greeted me backstage and many of them
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E35| =2totet HSHE Z0fstCt QIALE ZAYICH $H=2QI91  and movies. Seeing people who knew more about Korean films

AN
Ol=dofl s  and dramas than | did and discussing the artistic merits of the

0|0}/ |5H= AHEE B 22| 25t0f| BHAI0| HOfLt 52X 24 works made me realize how high the interest in our culture is.
URUCH CHE X|HOM = RE|L2t7 L 28 A=2o 2 QIAIE|0] §H= Seeing this, | realized how much they were interested in Korean
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SOoZ gholE0|1 Y2 =SS 01374 HJ5= 2&50| RE|Ltzt 2t classical music lovers' favorite music director. Before and after with a proud tradition of producing great composers, made me
ZH0t H| =Gt AHZESHE ) Ol = X0l A eSS StE O = L2 a performance, he talks to the audience casually. This means wonder what the secret of Korean musicians is.
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that the festival organizers and visitors have a closer and friendly
relationship. Moreover, the festival has quite a few fans who
come to the event every season. Reflecting on Palermo Classica,
| realized a festival needs three essential elements for it to be
cherished for a long time, it requires the perfect combination
of organizers who invite talented musicians and plan engaging
programs, performers who captivate the audience with their
splendid performances, and audiences who attend the concerts

with a genuine love for music.

Palermo Classica is even more special because it takes place in
Palermo, Sicily, where you have so many things to see, hear and
eat. The concert venues and surrounding historic sites generate a
particularly special atmosphere. When | left the hotel and headed
to the concert hall, | saw beautiful buildings on the way. These
buildings inspired me greatly, making me feel like | was in the
middle of time traveling. The scrumptious food, made with the rich

ingredients of Sicily, was a perfect match. Gelato and sweet desserts
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The Palermo Classica Festival started as its artistic director found
it regrettable to have no concert in summer while the city was full
of tourists. It is a festival made of love for music, offering not only
its summer season with famous musicians but also its piano-only
winter season, which is rare even in Europe. Held in Palermo, a
city of great cultural heritage, beautiful nature and delicious food,
Palermo Classica has become Europe’s representative festival.
With a visionary artistic director, top-tier musicians, and audiences
filled with love and anticipation for music, the festival promises to
continue thriving in the years to come. Personally, I'm rooting for
the festival’s continued success and | can’t wait to perform at the

opening of the festival’s winter season on December 1!

Author. Chi Ho Han (pianist)
Chi Ho Han is a winner of the world’s prestigious competitions, Currently
based in Germany, he performs actively throughout Europe and Asia. He

has been acclaimed as a unique musician with a wide repertoire.

Photo by. <Palermo Classica>



